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should be shut in our faces, and that we must be
driven out of the country. Others added that all
the Christians should be sent into exile, and their
number kept from increasing. But the zeal of some
good neophytes shone forth brightly on this occa-
sion: some said that they would gladly have forsaken
their kindred, whom they tenderly loved, and their
native land, sooner than do wrong, in the least
degree, to their faith; others, that they esteemed the
present life as nothing after having learned the
blessings of the future one. ‘‘I do not fear,’’ said
one, ‘‘ the fire of the Hiroquois, provided I be found
without sin; much less do I fear to be slain for the
faith, and to give my life to one who will restore it
to me, immortal.”” Others spoke otherwise, but all,
with a zeal and freedom truly christian, censured
the authors and abetters of the murder,—without
naming them, however, although they knew them.
‘““ These people,” they said, ‘‘ wish the ruin of the
country, and have no doubt been corrupted with gifts
to betray us; the faith does not please them, because
it reproves their vices; let them appear, and this
will be seen.”” Two or three days passed in these
holy contests, which served to increase still more the
fervor of our Christians, and to show the love which
they bore to the faith and to their teachers; and
finally, to obtain from the Captains and the chief men
of the country, although infidels, that, in the name
of the public, such full satisfaction should be accorded
to us, as their law prescribes in similar cases.

It would be attempting the impossible, and ruin-
ing everything, rather than affording a remedy, to
proceed with the Barbarians according to the judicial
usage of nearly all nations, by condemning the mur-



